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NPN UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS WORKSHOP NOTES


#1.  Opening remarks from Timolynn Sams, Executive Director of NPN.  Timolynn asked how many people attending were NPN members – when only four or five raised their hands, she encouraged visitors to learn more about getting involved.

#2. Erica Johnson opened the floor to comments and encouraged people to tell her what they wanted from the workshop.  Suggestions included:

-Volunteer intern and university partnerships


-Partnership coordinators


-Training for volunteers


#3.  Ms. Cheryl Diggins, from the Melia Subdivision, spoke about Melia’s experiences with student volunteers.


-“The residents of Melia work together as a family, but needed assistance in rebuilding.”  Through their Princeton collaboration, they were able to get two house painted and three landscaped.  They also had two large lots cleaned and helped beautify the neighborhood.  They provided “something very different” and “positive spirit.”


#4.  Ms. Audrey Browder from the Pontilly Disaster Collaborative spoke about Pontilly’s work with student volunteers.  She explained that the area, which consists of Gentilly and Pontchartrain Park, contains a relatively high percentage of homeowners, and a high number of African-Americans with higher income levels.  The decision, post-Katrina, to partner with outside help, such as the J.P. Morgan Chase Community Development Competition helped them to create an innovative project in a “recipe for post-storm progress.”  The group collaborated with Tulane’s 4th year Architecture students and won 3rd place in the National 2008 Competition for “a senior community consisting of 127 independent units near Joseph Bartholomew Golf Course. 


-Through this collaboration, Pontilly developed assets and increased community input into their programs, as well as monitored senior needs better.  By working with student and faculty experts in their fields (and allowing Tulane architecture and business students to work together), they were able to produce “high . . . returns for an elder residence development.”  Ultimately, Ms. Browder was “very happy” with the results, as Pontilly “got the $10,000 and were able to work together.”


#5. Warren Puneky of Delgado University’s presentation.  He began by asking who there was familiar with the “Delgado directing service learning division” and explained that is a “service . . . where students take a course and then apply what they’ve learned to a non-profit venture.”  He explained that Delgado “hopes that students learn at deeper levels, think about what they’ve done and stay engaged in the community.”  He defined the work as “different from volunteering to tie into a course because of how it applies what is learned in the classroom.  


-He explained that this is “a perfect time for a community to come together and be engaged.  People are giving back because they’ve been given to.”  Mr. Puneky provided a hand-out with contact information and encouraged people to speak with him directly.  He also promoted the upcoming Community Partner Fair that Delgado is planning and emphasized the school’s ability to find a way to work with specific projects for neighborhoods.


-“Everything is limited by funds and availability,” he continued.  Students and faculty participate in volunteerism, and “would like to help!”


#6.  Nick Harris, of Dillard University’s Career Development Corporation, opened his presentation by explaining how Dillard recovered and continues to recover from $400 million in damages.  The storm forced people to realize the importance of restoring community and reaching out to Gentilly’s 22 neighborhood associations.  Dillard’s CDC decided that they should have a 501©3 running the office of the Executive Vice President of Researched and Sponsored Programs.  The targeted areas they worked with included Oak Park and Sugar Hill.  “When you’re building partnerships, you’re not a leader, you’re a team player.  You have to be a very good listener.”


-Goals for Dillard CDC include: “Enhancing personal and community quality of life” and “Expanding corporate partnerships.”  Mr. Harris also discussed the success of the letter-writing campaign that resulted in a post office returning to the area, and explained that he has an advisory team he talks with every day.  Together, they represent almost 10,000 people and coordinate volunteers.  He also discussed the Youth Physical Fitness Fest in April and the 2008 Housing Fair, which featured 62 exhibitors and 700 guests, with Entergy serving as one of its main sponsors.


#7.  The Tulane Center for Public Service presentation.  Bridget Smith and Michael Pizzzolatto presented.  They emphasized the importance of “mutually beneficial partnerships providing neighborhoods with abilities and competency.  Ms. Smith addressed the question of “How people can get involved?” by explaining the importance of wanting to work with students.  She encouraged neighborhood group members to be flexible and explained that those involved would need to fill evaluations and provide feedback on students.   The group’s website mentions the four necessary steps.  The group is currently setting up for spring, 2009.  


#8.  At the questions part of the presentation, NPN encouraged any college representatives in the audience to introduce themselves.  The following people did so:


-Tamara Baker, of Loyola Career Planning


-Hazel Denhart, UNO’s Developing Service Director


-David Boggs of Xavier University


-Caroline Gammill, of UPenn (which currently has 14 interns serving in New Orleans).


#9.  General thoughts and comments:


-Bridget Smith emphasized that “Reflection is important for the students.”  Mike encouraged people to “match their needs to college resources” and “spread information among neighborhood residents.”


-Nick Harris believes non-profits need to think “beyond LANO” and work with each other.
