FROM THERESA BEECHER – LEGISLATIVE AID to COUNCILWOMAN STACY HEAD


Sheriff Sales 

· During the 2007 legislative session, amendments to La. R.S. 13:2575 and 2576 were made, sponsored by then Representative Gray.  

· This new law clarifies the City’s ability to have the Civil Sheriff of Orleans Parish seize and sell at public auction properties with long-overdue health-code fines.  

· This process mirrors the seizure and public-sale process that already is carried out hundreds of times per month on behalf of private mortgage holders, and its minimal cost to the City would be recovered after the public auction of the properties.  

· In addition, there would be no chance for impropriety as the well-publicized auctions are held every Thursday and are open to everyone.

· The public auction of blighted properties would be of tremendous benefit to the City: neglected property would be returned to commerce and placed on our tax rolls, and overdue taxes and assessments would be paid to the City.  

· In neighborhoods with relatively small amounts or “pockets” of blight, this seizure and sale process could eliminate the majority of blight in a short period of time. 

·  Sheriff Valteau is ready and able to put the new blight-reduction law into action for the City.  He has already reduced his fee for lien foreclosure from $1200.00 to $600.00, for the City.

· My office has already had three successful sales in the Irish Channel, which have made the city approx. $60,000.  

· Further, there are legal safety-nets in place to protect property owners.  There is no way for a  sale to be had unless:

· There are unpaid Code Enforcement/health lien;

· The property is unoccupied

· There is NO homestead exemption on the property   

· If any one of the above applies to a property – it is not eligible for sheriff sale.  

