CITY PAR

B
Decidtes Upem More Improvements
and Constant Work,

A Lake Large Enough for Saii-
bonts, and an Artificial Hil
Two Features.

The hoard of commissioners of the
lower Crty park met yesterday at the
headquarters in the park. E. W, Smih,
first vice presldent, occupled the chalr
fn the absence of Xon. Paul Capdevlelle,

~president, who ls In New York, Sec-

retary Joseph Bernard recorded the pro-
ceedings. .

There was very lttle routine busi-
ness to be transacted, and ¢the entire
time of meeting was consumed In dis-
cussing the plans for improvement, which
are to make the lower City park one
of the handsomest In the south.

The plans were adopted several months
ago, and work was begun on some of
the lmprovements, such as digging the
artificinl lakes to complete a chaln of
waterways around tbe park, and whiebh,
when finished, will form a loop cirenit
aronnd acarly 200 acres of ground.

Chalrman Smith sald that the real
lmfmtus in ¢he work of Improvements
will e glven In the early part of Janu-
ary, aud that the park will be in lrs
new and ameliorated dress in tme for
the annual festival In May.

1t I8 proposed, among other things
to have a central driveway, sbelled and
with a neutral ground planted with
trees, extending from Esplanade ave-
nue back o the old Oricans canal, and
thenece making a turn and leading to
Alexander stréet, at ¢he maln entrabce.
There will be a carringe drive and a
pathway for pedestrians., The entrance
at Esplanade avenue will he through
an ornamental arch sur orted by bheau-
tifn)  columns of trellised ironwork.
Half way of this elaborate driveway
there will be a mound 400 feet in cir-
cumierence, surmounted by ap observa-
tory, ov large pavillon; and to that
mound all patbs will couverge,

Speeial attention will be patd to
bridges, which are to be very pletur-
esque and solid structures of wood,
Lacer on, when the fAnancial condition
of the park assoclation will warrant i,
the wooden bridges will be removed and
durable bridzes of stone and cement
will be erected.

The biggest of the artifeial lakes s
being dug, Its head rests near the ex-
tremiy of the park and Grand Route
8t. John, and it will be exactls modeled

after lake Pontchartraln. When com-

pleted this lake will be wide and deep
enouzh to float gailboats over {ts ample
surface,

I'ne commissloners postponed further
talk on the subject of Improvements un-
til after adjournment, when they pro-
posed to vislt the park.

The report of Treasurer P, M. Scanoi-
gau showed a npet cash balanece of

1 . -
The executive comnittee called atten-
tlan ¢o the fact that they Bad a wild
eat on their hands, and that the feline
was proving a “white elephant.” They
don’t know wbat to do with that blg
cat, and & Is giving a good deal of
tronble for its keep and feed, It was
donated to the g:\rk angd accepted with
out consult'ng tbhe board of commlsslon-
ers.

Tt was resolved ¢hat hercafter pno
wild anlmals shall be accepted, save by
guthority of the board,

Bids w!ll be advertised for cisl:mlng in
Ioshlonll the fountain donated by Mr.

aestri,

The sum of $109 was approprinted for
the purchase of young trees.

Aegsrs. L. A, Richards and J. B, Ce-
falu were appointed a committee to
abtale: a crayom pomrait of the late

. L, Tisaor, who was the first president
of the park commission. The portralt
wili occupy a place of honur In the
directors' room,

The commisslioners adjourned to the
park and spent some time looking over
the grounds, and ¢they were satisfled
with the progress of the improvements.



